
Service of Holy Communion & Baptism 

25th Sunday after Pentecost 
November 15, 2026 

 

 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION  
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah 
proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath 
and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and 
urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the 
talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the 
greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and 
despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, 
and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming 
among us. 



GATHERING 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
The Congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the 
sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our dwelling place for 
all generation, whose compassion never slumbers. Amen. 
 
P. Let us confess our sin I the presence of God and of one another. 
 
The congregation sits or kneels. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
Holy God, we confess that we have trusted in our preparation 
instead of your invitation. We prioritize our piety over care for 
your beloved. We trust the voice of our shame and fear, 
which keeps us from entering fully into relationship with you 
and others. We are not awake to the coming of your reign. 
Rouse us and rescue us, that we may enter into your joy. 
Amen. 
 

Inherit the riches of Gods’ grace. ☩ Jesus, the food shepherd, 

feeds you with his mercy. You are forgiven. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN         Christ, Be Our Light                         ELW 715                        
                                                                                                                                                                                               
THE GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
A. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 



C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
C. Lord, have mercy. 
A. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
C. Amen 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE      

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all 
its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve 
you with justice and wisdom and prepare us for the joy of the day 
of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
7 Be silent before the Lord GOD, 
  for the day of the LORD is at hand! 
 The LORD has prepared a sacrifice; 
  he has consecrated his guests. 
 12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 



  and I will punish the people 
 who settle like dregs in wine, 
  those who say in their hearts, 
 “The LORD will not do good, 
  nor will he do harm.” 
 13 Their wealth shall be plundered 
  and their houses laid waste. 
 Though they build houses, 
  they shall not inhabit them; 
 though they plant vineyards, 
  they shall not drink wine from them. 
 14 The great day of the LORD is near, 
  near and hastening fast; 
 the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 
  the warrior cries aloud there. 
 15 That day will be a day of wrath, 
  a day of distress and anguish, 
 a day of ruin and devastation, 
  a day of darkness and gloom, 
 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
  16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
 against the fortified cities 
  and against the lofty battlements. 
 17 I will bring such distress upon people 
  that they shall walk like the blind; 
  because they have sinned against the LORD, 
 their blood shall be poured out like dust 
  and their flesh like dung. 
 18 Neither their silver nor their gold 
  will be able to save them 
  on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 
 in the fire of his passion 
  the whole earth shall be consumed, 
 for a full, a terrible end 
  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
A. Word of God, word of life.         C. Thanks be to God.  



PSALM: Psalm 90:1-8 (read responsively) 
1 Lord, you have been our refuge 
  from one generation to another. 
 2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and 
the earth were born, from age to age you are God. 
 3 You turn us back to the dust and say, 
  “Turn back, O children of earth.” 
 4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it 
is past and like a watch in the night;  
 5 you sweep them away like a dream, 
  they fade away suddenly like the grass: 
 6 in the morning it is green and flourishes; 
  in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
 7 For we are consumed by your anger; 
  we are afraid because of your wrath. 
 8 Our iniquities you have set before you, 
  and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.  
 
SECOND READING: Thessalonians 5:1-11 
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, 
you do not need to have anything written to you. 2 For you 
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” 
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains 
come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But 
you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and 
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So, 
then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and 
be sober, 7 for those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who are 
drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us 
be sober and put on the breastplate of faith and love and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for 
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we 
may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build 



up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 
A. Word of God, word of life.                    C. Thanks be to God.  
 
A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN US ALL 
Children & Youth are invited forward for a special sermon time 
with Pastor Peggy. 
 
Congregation stands 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30 
P. The holy gospel according to Matthew.  C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 
and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, 
to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away. At once 16 the one who had received the five 
talents went off and traded with them and made five more 
talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents 
made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one 
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 



money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and 
settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the 
five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have 
made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy 
of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent 
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh 
man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did 
not scatter, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, 
‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought 
to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 
would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take 
the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 
29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have 
an abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they 
have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’” 
 
P. The gospel of the Lord.   C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Congregation is seated  
 
SERMON                          Abundance of God 
 

 

 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

PRESENTATION 
P. God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a 
living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the 
Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life 
in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined 
in God's mission for the life of the world. 
  
Sponsors: I present Leo Christopher Levan for baptism.  
  
P. Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, 
do you desire to have Leo baptized into Christ? 
Parents’ Response: I do. 
  
P. As you bring Leo to receive the gift of baptism, you are 
entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,  
and the Ten Commandments, 
place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
so that Leo may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 
  

P. Do you promise to help Leo grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents’ Response: I do. 
  
P. Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Leo in the Christian faith 
as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the 
covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
Sponsors’ Response: I do. 
 



P. People of God, do you promise to support Leo and pray for him 
in his new life in Christ? 
C. We do. 
 
P. Anthony, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love 
of God, do you desire to be baptized into Christ? 
Response: I do. 
 
P. People of God, do you promise to support Anthony and pray for 
him in his new life in Christ? 
C. We do. 
  
Congregation stands  
  
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
P. I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the church. 
  
P. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Parents & Sponsors’ Response: I renounce them. 
  
P. Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 
God? 
Parents & Sponsors’ Response: I renounce them. 
  

P. Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Parents & Sponsors’ Response: I renounce them. 
  
P. Do you believe in God the Father? 
C. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
  
P. Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 



suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

P. Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
  
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free 
from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
  
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that 
those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new 
life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Congregation is seated 
 
 



BAPTISM 
P. Leo Christopher, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
C. You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. 
Alleluia! 
 
P. Anthony Albert, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
C. You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. 
Alleluia! 
  
P. Let us pray... We give you thanks, O God, that through water 
and the Holy Spirit you give your sons new birth and raise them to 
eternal life. Sustain Leo and Anthony with the gift of your Holy 
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
P. Leo Christopher, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
 
P. Anthony Albert, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
  
WELCOME 
A lighted candle is given to the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a 
young child) as a representative of the congregation says: 
  
A. Let your light so shine before others that they may see your 
good works and glorify God in heaven. 
  
A. Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 



C. We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission 
we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing 
God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
Congregation stands 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory          ELW 890 
                                                                                  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A. United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers 
for the church, the world, and all of creation. A brief silence. 
  
A. You build up the church as a community of faithful witnesses 
throughout the generations. Enliven the worship, outreach, and 
service work of our congregations and ministries with the hope of 
your good news. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
A. As the nights grow longer in the northern hemisphere, make us 
mindful of the earth’s need for rest. Provide for fallow fields and 
hibernating animals; show us how to curb human impact on 
vulnerable lands and species. God, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
  
A. Rescue all nations and peoples from violence, displacement, or 
famine. Disrupt complacency among national and local leaders. 
Recommit our communities to transforming the systems that 
divide and oppress into those that empower and unite. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
A. In your embrace, we find refuge from all trials and troubles. 
Care for families who are separated or estranged, accompany all 
undergoing medical procedures or mental health treatment, and 
reassure any who are ill or despairing. We pray specially for… 
those we name aloud… and those we hold in our hearts... God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 



 A. Bless all who serve in congregational leadership: council 
members, finance committees, volunteer coordinators, and 
property teams. Encourage healthy stewardship of time, talents, 
and resources for the mission of the gospel. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
A. The faithful of every age trust in the hope of your saving grace. 
In thanksgiving for the ways our ancestors have journeyed before 
us, we remember all who have entered eternal life in you. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
   
P. Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom 
we pray, in the name of Jesus, your beloved. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P. The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
C. And also with you. 
P. Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Congregation is seated 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM            For the Autumn Sky       Ruth Elaine Schram    
 

MEAL 

OFFERTORY INVITATION 

 
Congregation stands 
 



OFFERTORY SONG     

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A. Let us pray… Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are 
gifts from you. Receive what we offer, and all that you entrust to 
us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE & PREFACE OF THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of 
faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the 
God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 
cannot see. And so with all the choirs of angels, with the Church 
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:             (Sing 2x—English 1st time; Spanish 2nd time) 

 
Congregation sits or kneels 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P. Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: surrounded by 
evil and bordered by death we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our 
Wisdom, and our Judge. 
 
We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace 
and promised an end to injustice and harm. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  
 
Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death and 
the victory of his resurrection, we await with all the saints his 
loving redemption of our suffering world.  
 
Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on all who 
share in the body and blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and 
justice, and make all things new in Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, with the 
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen!  
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 Believing in the real presence of Christ, we practice Eucharistic 
hospitality. All baptized persons are welcome to Communion this 
morning. Please come forward, guided by the Ushers, to receive the 
bread and wine. Children are invited to the table for a blessing. 
 Gluten free and traditional wafers are available, please note this 
to Pastor Peggy when you come up. The bread is dairy and egg free. 
Grape juice is available in the second communion plate. As you return to 
your seat via the side aisles you can place your empty cup in the baskets 
on either side.  

 
P. In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. Come, 
receive what Christ has prepared. 



COMMUNION SONG     

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
After all have received Communion the congregation stands. 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION 

 

 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A. Let us pray... Holy God, we have received your never-ending 
mercy in this meal. You continuously seek the lost, 
bind the injured and feed your people abundantly. Now send us 
out, awake to your presence, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 

P. The holy Trinity, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with 
wisdom to welcome the reign of God, today and always.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ       ELW 674                                                                                                    
 
DISMISSAL 
A. Go in peace. Encourage one another. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements for November 15, 2026 
Welcome to Holy Counselor Lutheran Church. May you 

experience the joy of God’s presence in our worship! 
If today is your first time worshiping at Holy Counselor, please 

be sure to fill out the “Guest Book” on the table in the narthex and take 
a welcome bag. Please ask our ushers any questions you may have 
regarding worship this morning. Large print bulletins are available. 

The Pray-ground is a special place to help support kids and 
families in worshiping. We love the sound of kids in worship! God made 
kids wiggly and curious, and we celebrate that here. Tips: explain, 
participate, and move around together. Need to leave? No problem, but 
please come back!  

Worship is live streamed to our church Facebook page, but the 
camera is pointed away during Communion and is not on the children 
when they come forward during A Time for the Child in Us All. Anyone 
on the altar is on camera. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Today we welcome as children of God, Anthony Albert SanJulian 
and his son Leo Christopher Levan, son of Jordan Ashley Levan. 
Hailey Noel Levan, Christopher Barrett, Sam Foran, and George 

Levan will serve as Leo’s sponsors. 
Please join us in welcoming Leo Christopher and Anthony Albert  

as newly baptized members of the church universal and 
 Holy Counselor Lutheran Church’s family! 

 
Altar flowers are in praise & thanksgiving for  

Chris & Care Rosal’s marriage.  
 

Thank you, Nancy Knecht, for this morning’s refreshments!! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     Volunteers for Today’s Worship 
       Lay Asst.         Nancy Knecht 
       Ushers         Emilie Dupont, Elaine Kuntz 
       Comm. Asst.     Volunteer needed 
       Tech          Michelle Brown 
       Tellers         Volunteer needed 

Refreshments   Nancy Knecht 



 
 
 Volunteers Scheduled for Next Sunday 
Lay Asst.      Pam Kucks 
Ushers            Diane Rossi, Toby Sherman 

       Tech      Mark Rossi 
 

***** Join us for refreshments after worship***** 
 

THIS WEEK AT HOLY COUNSELOR 
Sunday, November 15: Sunday School, 8:45-9:15am 
                                    Worship w/Communion & Baptisms, 9:30am 
                                    Choir Rehearsal following worship 
Monday, November 16: Council Meeting, 6:30-8:30pm 
Tuesday, November 17: Pastor’s Com. Off. Hrs, Daily Bean,  

              12:30-2:30pm 
Wednesday, November 18: Adult Ed, Zoom, 10am 
Saturday, November 21: Sisters in Prayer, Zoom, 8:30am 
                                             Thanksgiving Pie Making, 12-4pm 
Sunday, November 22: Sunday School, 8:45-9:15am 
                              Worship w/Communion, Christ the King, 9:30am 
                               Blessing of Skis & Knees during worship 
                       Youth Group pass out Food Drive flyers after worship 
                                     Choir Rehearsal following worship         
                       
Pie Sales: Order forms are available for our annual Thanksgiving 
Pie Sale! TODAY is your last day to place your order! Apple, 
Pumpkin, Coconut Custard, and Chocolate Cream are available! 
$20 each or 3 for $50! Order forms can be placed in the offering 
plate or turned into the church office. Pick up is Sunday, 
November 22nd following worship. If you’d like to help make the 
pies this Saturday, November 21st, please contact Francine Vince.  
 
Pastor’s Community Office Hours: Pastor Peggy will be at Daily 
Bean in Vernon THIS, Tuesday, November 17th from 12:30-
2:30pm for Community Office Hours. All are welcome to visit as 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4980635423
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4980635423


she is present in the community. 
 
 
Advent Evening Study: An Advent Study will be offered 
Wednesdays from 7-8pm on Zoom if we have enough interest. 
Please contact Pam Kucks or Pastor Peggy if you are interested.  
 
College Student Addresses: Do you have a student in college? If 
so, email Pam Kucks (pkucks@gmail.com) their name & address 
ASAP for college care packages! They count even if they live at 
home and commute. Packages will be mailed out the end of 
November. 
 
Hanging of the Greens: Our annual Hanging of the Greens will be 
NEXT Saturday, November 28th from 9-11am. Come join in the 
fun, decorating the church for Advent and Christmas. Snacks will 
be provided. All are welcome, many hands make light work! 
 
Poinsettia Orders: Order forms are available for our annual 
poinsettia sale which will help beautify the sanctuary for our 
Christmas Eve Worship. Following worship you get to take them 
home. Note “poinsettias” with your payment via check, cash, or 
Venmo. Order forms can be placed in the offering plate or turned 
into the church office. The deadline for ordering is Sunday, 
November 29th. 
 
Wine & Cheese Fundraiser—Save the Date: Do you enjoy cheese? 
How about wine? Chocolate? All the above! Come enjoy 'Cheeses 
for Jesus! Wine Not?' for a fun pre-dinner tasting on Saturday, 
December 5th from 2-4pm. Wine will be paired with cheeses and 
chocolates. Tickets are $25 per person. We encourage signing up 
in advance at the silent auction table, so we have enough wine for 
everyone!   
 
New Member Sunday: We will be welcoming new members 
during worship Sunday, December 6th! If you are interested in 



being a member but couldn’t attend the inquiry session connect 
with Pastor Peggy!  
 
Raise Right Holiday Earnings Challenge: Make the season of 
giving more rewarding! Complete the Holiday Earning Challenge 
by December 25th to get a $10 eGift card and enter to win one of 
five $500 grand prizes. Participants need to register by adding 
their email address in the app. You can ask John Heeren for 
assistance. 
 
RaiseRight Gift Cards for Shopping/Gifts/Holidays: As you are 
preparing gifts for the upcoming holidays, we want to remind you 
of our ongoing program RaiseRight! You can purchase gift cards to 
be sent to others as gifts or you can get gifts cards for the places 
you are buying from during this season. As well as for anytime 
you shop all year long!  

There are 2 ways to get cards: You can do this via the 
RaiseRight app on your phone or via the order forms with a 
selection of cards that can be ordered through HCLC. The 
Raiseright book is in the Narthex. Share the forms with your 
family and friends too. It works by simply buying gift cards to 
stores where you already shop, you get the full value, and then 
the church gets a percentage back. Download the RaiseRight app 
& link to the church with enrollment code: 53EB2E841L3275 – our 
RaiseRight ID number. Speak with John Heeren for more 
information. 
 
Food Pantry: Food items to help restock: 4-pack toilet paper, 
canned tuna, canned chili, canned corn, canned soup, canned 
green beans, canned fruit, canned pasta, boxed potatoes, tuna 
helper, pasta sauce, brownie mix, jelly, children’s juice boxes or 
pouches, kid’s snacks, toothpaste, body wash. You can always 
bring donations of canned goods, paper goods, and hygiene 
products. All donations can be placed in the blue bin by the 
sanctuary doors. Thank you! 
 



 

 
 



 
Contact Information 
(973) 827-5251 office 

www.hc-lutheranchurch.org 
 

The Reverend Peggy Ludlow: pastorpeggy@hc-lutheranchurch.org 
Director of Music: June Tarantino: music@hc-lutheranchurch.org 

Office Administrator: Cathy Nemecek: office@hc-lutheranchurch.org 
Bookkeeper: Wynn White: accounts@hc-lutheranchurch.org 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

As Children of God, we are called to share and serve Christ’s love and bring 
God’s word to all. 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

Pastor Rev. Peggy Ludlow 
President Nancy Knecht 

Vice President Frank Urbaniak 
Treasurer Claire Speroni 

Recording Secretary Dawn McCormick 
Financial Secretary John Heeren 

Outreach Coordinator Francine Vince 
Nurture Coordinator Fred Schoenagel 

Administration Coordinator Diane Rossi  
 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Kristina Heeren 

Pam Kucks 
Matt Moller 

Aileen Donovan 
 

Land Acknowledgement: Holy Counselor is located on the original and 
ancestral homelands of the Munsee people, and we give thanks for their 

presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor our 
Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  
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