Service of Holy Communion
Holy Humor Sunday
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2026

“Our Father, who art in heaven,
how did You know
my name?”

INTRODUCTION
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds
in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words
about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them.
Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the
lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that
we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

GATHERING
KNOCK, KNOCK WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
*The congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ on God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

P. Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

The congregation is seated. Silence is kept for reflection.

P. Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy,
and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is

easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s
name we pray. Amen.



P. You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God'’s children through faith. In the
cross of =& Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.

*Congregation stands

GATHERING HYMN Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW 671
(printed in back of bulletin)

GREETING

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.

P. Blessed are those who laugh at themselves for they will be amused forever!

C. Amen.

KYRIE

A. In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.

A. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.

A. For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.

A. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.

A. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C. Amen

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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heav’n - ly host;  praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Knock knock. Who's there?...

O God, we give you thanks and praise for laughter and joy in our lives. Thank
you for your guidance and love shown to us through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

*Congregation is seated
WORD

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21
o LORD, you know; remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your
account | suffer insult.
®Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became
to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for | am called by your name,
O LorbD, God of hosts.
7| did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did | rejoice; under the weight of your hand | sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
¥ Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
® Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, | will take you back,
and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious and not what
is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
2 And | will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD.
2| will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

A. Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

% Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; %15ve one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not
lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. ** Rejoice in hope; be patient in
affliction; persevere in prayer. 3 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue
hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. B Rejoice
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. ' Live in harmony with
one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to
be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. *®If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for
the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the
Lord.” ° Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” ** Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

A. Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN US ALL
Children & Youth are invited forward for a special sermon time with Pastor Peggy.

*Congregation stands

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.



GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28
P. The holy gospel according to Matthew. C. Glory to you, O Lord.

2L Erom that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed
and on the third day be raised. ** And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.
But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to
me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

**Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. % For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

%6 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life?

7 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 2 Truly | tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son
of Man coming in his kingdom.”

» 23

P. The gospel of the Lord. C. Praise to you, O Christ.
*Congregation is seated

SERMON Joy and Laughter
*Congregation stands

HYMN OF THE DAY Step by Step W&P 132
(printed in back of bulletin)



APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A. What did the cabbage pastor say to the people? C. Lettuce pray!

A. With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation. A brief silence.

A. For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the
love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross
and follow you in faith. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A. For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth
may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and
other disasters. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A. For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one
another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all
who work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



A. For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have
safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who
bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit. We pray especially....those we name
aloud......and those we hold in our hearts... Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A. For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in
faith and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other
meetings toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

A. For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and
guide the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to
come. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P. Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P. Knock knock. C. Who's there?...

P. The Peace of Christ be with you always.

C. And also with you.

P. Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace through Rock, Paper,
Peace style!

*Congregation is seated
MEAL

OFFERTORY INVITATION

Scantogiven  Offering can be given by putting it in the offering  Scan to give
via Venmo ‘ ‘

plate when it is passed, online directly via the QR  Via Tithely
codes for Tithely or Venmo, or by requesting your i EI
bank to send a check to the church. Find more
details on our website.
Thank you for your generous gifts!

Congregation stands



OFFERTORY SONG
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may we share the pres - ence of your love.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A. Let us pray... Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help
us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding
with us now and forever. Amen.

DIALOGUE & PREFACE OF THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you
have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we
cannot see. And so with all the choirs of angels, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sing 2x—English 1st time; Spanish 2nd time)
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Text: Argentine traditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional

Congregation is seated

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P. Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of
your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well
in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form
us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory
over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to
the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside
become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we practice Eucharistic
hospitality. All baptized persons are welcome to Communion this morning.
Please come forward, guided by the Ushers, to receive the bread and wine.
Children are invited to the table for a blessing.

Gluten free and traditional wafers are available, please note this to
Pastor Peggy when you come up. The bread is dairy and egg free. Grape juice is
available in the second communion plate. As you return to your seat via the
side aisles you can place your empty cup in the baskets on either side.

P. Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!



COMMUNION SONG

0 Refrain
4

[.] IN y

y AN )

1Y I

O ds + 49 T8 55T

“Bat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and nev-er be hun-gry.
or Je - sus Christ, bread of life,  those who come to you will not hun - ger.

‘P fe 2 £
ﬁg:J- e |
. | | | | | |
F— = . S . — %
P P 2 }
0 u N
7 | D] N \,
| [ ’

b |
b
b |

G ] =i

J L[ ¢ °
Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.”
Je - sus Christ, ris - en Lord, those who trustin you will not thirst.

y Y y Y
B

Z?F‘F:E'Q F:g'ﬁ —

e

)]

]

~

Thily

%4
'  —

Text: Taizé Community

Music: BERTHIER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
After all have received Communion the congregation stands.

TABLE BLESSING
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen.

*FINAL TIME FOR JOKES



SONG AFTER COMMUNION
Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

Thank-ful hearts and voic - es raise; tell ev-ry-one what God has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and bear Christ’s ho - ly name.
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Send us with your prom-is - es and lead your peo-ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks-giv - ing. Al-le - Iu - ia. Al-le-Iu - da.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 ;
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress. ONE LICENSE, License #A-731656

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A. Let us pray... Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and
forever. Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION
P. Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, '+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today
and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN We Are Marching in the Light ELW 866
(printed in back of bulletin)

DISMISSAL

A. Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C. Thanks be to God.



Announcements for August 30“‘, 2026

Welcome to Holy Counselor Lutheran Church. May you experience
the joy of God'’s presence in our worship!

If today is your first time worshiping at Holy Counselor, please be
sure to fill out the “Guest Book” on the table in the narthex and take a
welcome bag. Please ask our ushers any questions you may have regarding
worship this morning. Large print bulletins are available.

The Pray-ground is a special place to help support kids and families
in worshiping. We love the sound of kids in worship! God made kids wiggly
and curious, and we celebrate that here. Tips: explain, participate, and move
around together. Need to leave? No problem, but please come back!

Worship is live streamed to our church Facebook page, but the
camera is pointed away during Communion and is not on the children when
they come forward during A Time for the Child in Us All. Anyone on the altar
is on camera.
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Welcome Rev. Craig Peterson, Associate Conference to today’s worship!!
Altar flowers are from Sandra Wardell!!

Thank you, Pam Kucks, for this morning’s refreshments!!
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Volunteers for Today’s Worship

Lay Asst. Pam Kucks

Ushers Volunteer needed
Comm. Asst. Volunteer needed
Tech Volunteer needed
Tellers Volunteer needed

Refreshments Pam Kucks
*¥*%** Join us for refreshments after worship*****

THIS WEEK AT HOLY COUNSELOR
Sunday, August 30: Outdoor Worship, w/Communion, 9:30am
Holy Humor Sunday
Tuesday, September 1: Pastor’s Comm. Office Hrs, Café Dolci, 12:30-2:30pm
Sunday, September 6: Final Outdoor Worship w/Communion, 9:30am
Blessing of the Backpacks & Technology, during worship
Choir Practice resumes after worship




Pastor’s Community Office Hours: Pastor Peggy will be at Café Dolci in
Franklin, THIS Tuesday, September 1% from 12:30-2:30pm, as well as the 15",
22"d, and 29" for Community Office Hours. All are welcome to visit as she is
present in the community.

Church Picnic & Group Picture: We're gearing up for the new program year,
which officially beings on Sunday, September 13" with our annual church
picnic, and we will also be taking a church-wide picture! You are invited to
bring a dish to pass for the picnic. Hotdogs and burgers will be provided.
Please plan to join us for this special day as we celebrate with our church
family and community! All are welcome!

Choir: Choir rehearsals resume next Sunday, September 6th following
worship with our first anthem during worship the following week. All singers
are welcome, no matter your experience! Read June’s Jottings in the
newsletter for more details.

Blessing of the Backpacks and Technology: All students, teachers, and school
staff are invited to bring their backpacks and/or technology to worship NEXT
Sunday, September 6™ for a special blessing during worship. May you learn
and grow in this new school year!

Adult Ed: Adult Ed resumes NEXT Wednesday, September 9th on Zoom at
10:00am, continuing every Wednesday morning. If anyone is interested in
joining, please contact Pam Kucks.

Sisters in Prayer: Sisters in Prayer resumes on Saturday, September 12" on
Zoom at 8:30am, continuing every Saturday morning. If anyone is interested in
joining, please contact Pam Kucks.

Register for Sunday School: Sunday School begins Sunday, September 20"
Sunday School is from 8:45-9:15am Sunday mornings before worship for ages
3yrs old-6™ grade. Register for the new program year via this link. Kristina
Garnett, is our new Sunday School Coordinator! Connect with her or Pastor
Peggy for help or with any questions.

Bring-A-Friend Sunday: Start inviting your friends now to join you for worship
on Sunday, October 4™ We are excited to add this event to our 2026 calendar.
Everyone who brings a friend will get a raffle ticket into drawings for gift cards
to local spots in town. Let’s show others how wonderful Holy Counselor is and
how God’s love shines. The more the merrier!



https://forms.gle/3weiLABCsmmZr41b8

Make A Will Month: August is Make a Will month! Did you know you can
include the church in your will? If you have a will or need help making one just
ask. The ELCA has many resources on this topic, and Pastor Peggy would be
happy to help point you in the right direction. Including HCLC in your will is as
easy as adding 1 sentence: “I give and bequeath to Holy Counselor Lutheran
Church (HCLC) whose legal address is 68 Sand Hill Road, Sussex, NJ 07461, the
sum of $ (or % of my residuary estate) for such purposes
as HCLC shall determine are in the best interests of HCLC.” We would love to
know if you have HCLC in your will. Thank you for supporting the future of
HCLC with your heart of generosity!

Food Pantry: Food items to help restock: 4-pack toilet paper, canned tuna,
canned chili, canned corn, canned soup, canned green beans, canned fruit,
mac & cheese, boxed potatoes, tuna helper, peanut butter, jelly, children’s
juice boxes or pouches, kid’s snacks, toothpaste, shampoo. You can always
bring donations of canned goods, paper goods, and hygiene products. All
donations can be placed in the blue bin by the sanctuary doors. Thank you!



GATHERING HYMN ELW 671
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HYMN OF THE DAY W&P 132
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step by step you’ll lead me, and I will fol-low you all of my days.

Text: Beaker
Music' Beaker; arr. Nylea Butler-Moore



SENDING HYMN ELW 866
We Are Marching in the Light of God
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we are march-ing in  the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: SiyaAHAMBA, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



QUOTES BY GREAT THEOLOGIANS

"If you're not allowed to laugh in heaven, | don't want to go
there." — MARTIN LUTHER

"A sour religion is the devil's religion." — JOHN WESLEY

“The Christian should be an alleluia from head to foot.”
— AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO

"God weeps with us so that we may some day laugh with
Him.” — JURGEN MOLTMANN

"Be then a sinner and sin boldly, but believe and rejoice still
more boldly in Christ, who is victor over sin, death, and the
world." = MARTIN LUTHER

"If Jesus doesn't have a sense of humor, | am in huge trouble."
— STEPHEN COLBERT

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augs-
burg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020048. Permission to reprint/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE #A-731656. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Holy Counselor

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Contact Information

(973) 827-5251 office
www.hc-lutheranchurch.org

The Reverend Peggy Ludlow: pastorpeggy@hc-lutheranchurch.org
Director of Music: June Tarantino: music@hc-lutheranchurch.org
Office Administrator: Cathy Nemecek: office@hc-lutheranchurch.org
Bookkeeper: Wynn White: accounts@hc-lutheranchurch.org

MISSION STATEMENT
As Children of God,
we are called to share and serve
Christ’s love and bring God’s word to all.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Pastor Rev. Peggy Ludlow
President Nancy Knecht
Vice President Frank Urbaniak
Treasurer Claire Speroni
Recording Secretary Dawn McCormick
Financial Secretary John Heeren
Outreach Coordinator Francine Vince
Nurture Coordinator Fred Schoenagel
Administration Coordinator Diane Rossi
Youth Representative Kevin Drache

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Kristina Heeren
Pam Kucks
Matt Moller
Aileen Donovan

Holy Counselor is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Munsee peo-

ple, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish

to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land
their home.




