Service of Holy Communion
5th Sunday of Lent
March 22", 2026

INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from
the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry
bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories
proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we
might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome
the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever. Amen.

P. Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all
offenses.

The congregation sits or kneels. Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,



have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the
Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living
water Christ offers: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your
healing and hope in the world: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s
call to come forth to life: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God'’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free
gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name
of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised
Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and
gives you life and peace. Amen.

Congregation stands
GATHERING HYMN Here on Jesus Christ | Will Stand printed in bulletin

GREETING
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C. And also with you.

KYRIE

A. Hold us in your mercy.

C. Hold us in your mercy.

A. Open our hearts.

C. Open our hearts.

A. Hold us in your love.

C. Hold us in your love. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new
life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Congregation is seated



WORD

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-4

' The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. *He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” | answered,
“O Lord God, you know.” * Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. > Thus says the

Lord God to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °1
will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you
with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that |
am the Lord.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded, and as | prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. &)
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. ° Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live.” *°| prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

2 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.’ ? Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: |
am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people,
and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. > And you shall know that | am
the Lord when | open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. ** I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will
act, says the Lord.”

A. Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130 (read responsively)
1 Out of the depths | cry to you, O LORD;

0 LoRD, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

3If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?

*Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.

> | wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.

s My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the
morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning.



70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
® For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace. ' For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it
does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God.

*But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him. *° But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the
Spirit is life because of righteousness. ! If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

A. Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN US ALL
Children & Youth are invited forward for a special sermon time with Pastor Peggy.

Congregation stands

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

P. The holy gospel according to John. C. Glory to you, O Lord.

" Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. ? Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus wasiill. %S0 the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” * But when Jesus heard it, he
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ®after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he



stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

" Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”  The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and
are you going there again?” ° Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the
light of this world. *° But those who walk at night stumble because the light is
not in them.” ™ After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” 2The disciples said to him, “Lord,
if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to
sleep. Y Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. B For your sake | am
glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” ® Thomas,
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we
may die with him.”

Y \When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days. *® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, ** and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. 2> When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 2! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. 22 Byt even now | know that God will
give you whatever you ask of him.” ** Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” ** Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day.” % Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, % and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” *” She said to him, “Yes,
Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world.”

2 \When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” > And when she
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. ** Now Jesus had not yet come to
the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. *! The Jews
who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. *> When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his
feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” ** When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” % Jesus
began to weep. %50 the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *’ But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?”

*%Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a



stone was lying against it. > Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he
has been dead four days.” *° Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you
believed you would see the glory of God?” ** So they took away the stone. And
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. **1
knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” ** When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” *The dead man came
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

4 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
Jesus did believed in him.
P. The gospel of the Lord. C. Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated
SERMON For God’s Glory

PRAYER STATIONS

There are 5 prayer stations throughout the sanctuary that you can move to during this
time. The 6th option is to stay seated while meditating, praying, and listening to the
background music. The prayer stations are the same each week, with the exception of
the poem changing weekly. The intention is that you take in 1 or 2 stations each week,
visiting each station at least once by the end of Lent. We will spend about 5 minutes at
the prayer stations before entering into the Hymn of the Day.

Congregation stands
HYMN OF THE DAY Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW 773

APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A. Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for
the world and its needs. A brief silence.

A. We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name.
Breathe into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and
love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A. We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the
work of those who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and
sustain places where biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A. We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for
justice, free all who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and
asylum seekers to safety. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A. We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs
down so many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick especially...
those we now say aloud...and those we hold in our hearts... Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A. We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be
baptized. Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and
life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A. We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith
to trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to
life in you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

P. Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P. The Peace of Christ be with you always.

C. And also with you.

P. Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace.

Congregation is seated



CHOIR ANTHEM More Precious than Silver/I Stand in Awe
DeShazo, Altrogge, arr Lloyd Larson

MEAL
OFFERTORY INVITATION

Scantogiven  Offering can be given by putting it in the offering  Scan to give

via Venmo ‘ plate when it is passed, online directly via the QR  Vvia Tithely

\l-_+-: E codes for Tithely or Venmo, or by requesting your :
ok TN bank to send a check to the church. Find more

i v details on our website.

Thank you for your generous gifts!

Congregation stands

OFFERTORY SONG
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A. Let us pray... O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love
embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and
bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the
death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.



DIALOGUE & PREFACE OF THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

The congregation sits or kneels.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P. Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and

seas, wells and springs, we bless and magnify you. You led your people Israel

through the desert, and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joins us in our desert,

pouring out his life for the world.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your
salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all gathered for this feast: wash
away our sin, that we may be renewed for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we practice Eucharistic
hospitality. All baptized persons are welcome to Communion this morning.
Children may come forward for a blessing.

Please come forward, guided by the Ushers, to receive the bread and
wine. Gluten free wafers are available, please note this to Pastor Peggy when
you come forward. Grape juice is available in the second communion plate. As
you return to your seat via the side aisles you can place your empty cup in the
baskets on either side.

P. Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.



COMMUNION SONG sing 2X through
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
After all have received Communion the congregation stands.

TABLE BLESSING
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A. Let us pray... God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that
restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthen us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the
world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION

P. Receive the blessings of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit whose breath
sustains creation, *F bless you now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886

DISMISSAL
A. Go in peace. Believe the good news. C. Thanks be to God

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020048. Permission to reprint/stream the
music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-731656. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Announcements for March 22"d, 2026

Welcome to Holy Counselor Lutheran Church. May you experience the
joy of God'’s presence in our worship!

If today is your first time worshiping at Holy Counselor, please be sure
to fill out the “Guest Book” on the table in the narthex and take a welcome
bag. Please ask our ushers any questions you may have regarding worship this
morning. Large print bulletins are available.

The Pray-ground is a special place to help support kids and families in
worshiping. We love the sound of kids in worship! God made kids wiggly and
curious, and we celebrate that here. Tips: explain, participate, and move
around together. Need to leave? No problem, but please come back!

Worship is live streamed to our church Facebook page, but the camera
is pointed away during Communion and is not on the children when they come
forward during A Time for the Child in Us All. Anyone on the altar is on
camera.



Volunteers for Today’s Worship

Lay Asst. Volunteer needed

Ushers Jeanne VonOesen & Janet Beach
Comm. Asst. Volunteer needed

Tech Fred Schoenagel

Tellers Volunteer needed

Refreshments Volunteer needed

*¥**%* Join us for refreshments after worship*****

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday Worship, March 29" 9:30am
Easter Egg Hunt, Palm Sunday, March 29" 11:30am
Maundy Thursday Worship, Thursday, April 2" 7pm
Good Friday Tenebrae Worship, Friday, April 3" 7pm
Easter Worship, Sunday, April 5™ 9:30am

THIS WEEK AT HOLY COUNSELOR

Sunday, March 22: Sunday School, 8:45-9:15am

Worship w/Communion, 5t Sunday of Lent, 9:30am

Choir Practice following worship
Monday, March 23: Council Meeting, 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, March 24: Pastor’s Comm. Office Hrs, Café Dolci, Warwick, 12-2pm
Wednesday, March 25: Adult Ed Lenten Bible Study, Zoom, 10am & 7pm
Saturday, March 28: Sisters in Prayer, Zoom, 8:30am
Sunday, March 29: Sunday School, 8:45-9:15am

Worship w/Communion, Palm Sunday, 9:30am

Choir Practice following worship

Easter Egg Hunt, 11:30am

Pastor’s Community Office Hours-March: Pastor Peggy will be at Café Dolci in
Warwick THIS Tuesday, March 24" from 12-2pm for Community Office Hours.
All are welcome to visit as she is present in the community.

Easter Egg Hunt & Donations: We are excited for our annual Easter Egg Hunt
NEXT Sunday, March 29" at 11:30am! We are looking for donations of
individually wrapped candy and non-candy prizes. Please bring all donations
to church TODAY, Sunday, March 22" and put them under the narrow table in
the Narthex. Speak to Diane Rossi with questions.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4980635423
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4980635423

Easter Prayer Vigil Sign-up: You are invited to keep vigil in the Sanctuary
beginning Saturday evening on April 4™ into Easter morning on Sunday the
5™ Hour slots are available; sign-up on the chart next to Sign-up Central. You
can participate individually, as a pair, or a group. Refreshments and reading
materials will be provided.

Sunday Morning Lay Leaders: You are invited to fill out the survey to
participate in worship leadership on Sunday mornings. We are hoping to have
enough volunteers to create a rotation schedule for the various roles (tech, lay
assistant, lector, teller, and usher). If you’ve ever been interested in helping,
now is a great time to get involved!

Vacation Bible School: Mark your calendars for VBS this summer July 13"-16"
from 1-4pm! We hope the afternoon timeslot will allow for more participants.
Spread the word. Registration and more details coming soon.

Ladies Tea: Please note if you signed up for the Ladies Tea at the Auction of
the Gifts there is a new date for this event. It is now being held on Saturday,
May 2" from 2-4pm. You are invited to attend even if you didn’t sign up at the
auction. Ticket donations are $20. RSVP to Pam Kucks.

Spring Clean-up-Save the date: Mark your calendars for Saturday, May ot
from 9am-3pm for our annual spring church cleanup. Youth or teens looking
for service hours? This is a great way to serve. All are welcome to pitch in at
any time. Bagels, coffee & pizza will be available for meals.

Food Pantry: Food items to help restock: boxed cereal, boxed oatmeal
pouches, scanned stew, canned chili, canned corn, children’s juice boxes or
pouches, 4-pack toilet paper, liquid dish soap, & toothpaste. You can always
bring donations of canned goods, paper goods, and hygiene products. All
donations can be placed in the blue bin by the sanctuary doors. Thank you!
doors. Thank you!



Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand
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flood, and I'm saved be - cause of his blood.
days, Je - sus Christ will  be my heart’s praise.
fear; in Christ’s righ - teous - ness I am here.
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Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966
Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody;
Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Bo:

adapt. Greg Scheer
ard of Global Ministries, GBGMusik

English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Holy Counselor

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Church Office (973) 827-5251
www.hc-lutheranchurch.org

The Reverend Peggy Ludlow: pastorpeggy@hc-lutheranchurch.org
Director of Music: June Tarantino: music@hc-lutheranchurch.org
Office Administrator: Cathy Nemecek: office@hc-lutheranchurch.org
Bookkeeper: Wynn White: accounts@hc-lutheranchurch.org

MISSION STATEMENT
As Children of God,
we are called to share and serve
Christ’s love and bring God’s word to all.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Pastor Rev. Peggy Ludlow
President Nancy Knecht
Vice President Frank Urbaniak
Treasurer Claire Speroni
Recording Secretary Dawn McCormick
Financial Secretary John Heeren
Outreach Coordinator Francine Vince
Nurture Coordinator Fred Schoenagel
Administration Coordinator Diane Rossi

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Kristina Heeren
Pam Kucks
Matt Moller
Aileen Donovan

Holy Counselor is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Munsee
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also
wish to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this
land their home.




